
 

 

PRESS RELEASE Date 22 Jan 2018 

▪ Mynaric on track to complete qualification unit of smallsat product in early 2019  
▪ First electronic components will be launched on a satellite in first half of 2018 

 

Munich, 22 January 2018 – Mynaric has progressed through a crucial development milestone and is 
on track to complete the qualification unit of its smallsat laser communication product in early 2019, 
paving the way for serial production thereafter. The laser communication space terminal currently in 
development is designed for upcoming satellite mega-constellations in low-Earth orbit (LEO).  

Several well-known corporations in the industry are currently pursuing mega-constellations consist-
ing of hundreds of satellites to bring unprecedented high-speed connectivity to regions that are not 
sufficiently connected at present. Dr. Markus Knapek, Member of the Management Board, stated: 
“Most of these corporations have identified the value of laser communication to significantly in-
crease the data capacity of their constellations and, therefore, the Return on Investment. We know 
that laser communication will be an essential ingredient of many of these systems.” Several test sat-
ellites of mega-constellations are scheduled for launch in early 2018, according to industry news. 

 

Figure 1: Artist's impression of a segment of a LEO mega-constellation supported by laser communication. 
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Mynaric’s space terminal is designed for inter-satellite links spanning thousands of kilometers be-
tween small satellites and will be able to transmit bidirectional data at 10 Gbps (Gigabit per second). 
Mike Soutullo, a space industry veteran with more than 35 years of experience and various prestig-
ious NASA awards, is leading the smallsat terminal development and commented: “Mynaric’s exten-
sive heritage with airborne laser terminals proved to be invaluable in expediting progress during 
early development since our subsystems proved compatible with stratospheric temperatures and 
vibrations. We are now able to focus our energy on improving size, weight, and power margins 
while bringing the best value to our customers.” 

While the development of the full terminal is still ongoing, first electronic components will be 
launched on a customer satellite in the first half of 2018. It will be the first time components deliv-
ered by Mynaric will leave the atmosphere and enter orbit. Dr. Wolfram Peschko, CEO of Mynaric, 
said: “With our successful IPO in October 2017 and more than €27M of proceeds providing financial 
backing, we are able to transfer our vast experience in laser communication and heritage from the 
German Aerospace Center to the market for small satellites, just as planned. This positions us as a 
key supplier for this exciting growth market.” 

Please follow this link to access further press material: https://mynaric.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2018/01/20180122-smallsat-progress-media-package.zip  

 

About Mynaric 

Mynaric is a manufacturer of laser communication technologies used to establish dynamic com-
munication networks in air and space. Its wireless laser data transmission products include ground 
stations and flight terminals, which allow very large quantities of data to be sent wirelessly over long 
distances between aircrafts, autonomous drones, high altitude platforms, satellites and the ground 
at high data rates. 

Globally, the need for fast and ubiquitous network connectivity is advancing inexorably. Data net-
works are today largely based on infrastructure on the ground, which cannot be expanded arbitrar-
ily for legal, economic or logistical reasons. The future therefore calls for an expansion of the exist-
ing network infrastructure into air and space. With its wireless laser communication products  
Mynaric is positioned as a prime pioneer in this growth market. 

For more information see: www.mynaric.com 
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Important information 
Some of the information in this announcement may contain projections or other forward-looking statements re-
garding future events or the future financial performance of the Company. You can identify forward looking 
statements by terms such as “expect,” “believe,” “anticipate,” “estimate,” “intend,” “will, ” “could,” “may” or 
“might,” or, in each case, the negative of such terms or other similar expressions. We wish to caution you that 
these statements are only predictions and that actual events or results may differ materially. We do not intend 
to update these statements to reflect events and circumstances occurring after the date hereof or to reflect the 
occurrence of unanticipated events. Many factors could cause the actual results to differ materially from those 
contained in our projections or forward-looking statements, including, among others, general economic condi-
tions, our competitive environment, risks associated with our industry, as well as many other risks specifically 
related to the Company and its operations. 


